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Roderick Russell 
213 - 930 18 Ave SW 
Calgary AB T2T OH1  
 
Tel: (403) 229 - 0864 

 
 
 
 
 
Hon. Kent Hehr MP 
950 6 Ave SW 
Calgary, AB T2P 1E4 
 
 
March 12, 2017 

 

Dear Mr. Hehr: 

 

Persecution by CSIS acting illegally for Private 
Interests - an abuse of our most fundamental 
Human Rights. 
 
As your constituent I am bringing to your attention a record of extreme abuse by CSIS 
that was covered up by the Harper Government. 
  
Although this is an unusual situation, you can check the veracity of what I am stating by 
contacting my brother in law, Peter Robertson. I should just mention that Peter is well 
known to your own brother in law since, until Peter’s recent retirement, they were both 
fellow Vice Presidents at the same Calgary Company. Contact details: Peter Robertson - 
cell (403) 608-4665  
 
Several years ago my wife (Peter’s sister) and I were put under aggressive surveillance 
by CSIS and we began to get stalked, harassed, intimidated, and threatened.  
 
All of our communications - telephone, email, and mail - are tapped and interfered with, 
shots have been fired at us, vehicles driven at us, our children threatened, and I have 
been the victim of a nasty program of character assassination. We have also been 
subjected to very aggressive “in your face” surveillance, we have had our dwelling house 
staked out, been subjected to considerable cyberbullying, ongoing stalking and multiple 
death and other threats - many of which are witnessed. 
 
These abuses are a political matter in Canada since they involve illegal activities by the 
security services - indeed those who should be protecting us are persecuting us. But 
they are also a political matter for other reasons - my family and I are being denied that 
most basic of all human rights: the Rule of Law and a Citizen’s right to equal treatment 
before the law. 
 
Mr. Hehr I am requesting your help as our Member of Parliament to ensure that these 
serious criminal acts, and their cover up, are stopped and properly investigated 
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The Denial of Justice and Cover-up 
 
Each time we have gone to the Police for help the matter has been covered up without 
any witnesses being checked - in a few cases crime numbers were originally booked 
and yet all investigations were stopped. The plain fact is that normal policing cannot 
operate where CSIS or any other Spy Agency is involved. 
 
When I formally complained to the SIRC, the CSIS’s oversight body, my complaint was 
also dismissed without any attempt to question me and without a single witness being 
contacted - A classic case of “wilful blindness” - Like the police they didn’t want to know 
the truth; though it was their job to do so. 
 
When I made a legal request (under the ATII) for copies of the records CSIS have on 
me, CSIS refused to comply.  
 
The cover-up is extensive, as any honest investigation would show; CSIS believe that 
they are protecting high establishment people from justice.  The cover-up goes right to 
the top. For example, when my wife had lunch with former Prime Minister Harper’s next 
door neighbour they were stalked. Indeed when the lady had previously tried to call us, 
their telephone communications were interfered with. 
 
The irony is that I have never done anything illegal, yet my wife and I have been 
subjected to what amounts to extreme punishment by CSIS without trial.  
 
It all started years ago after I left a company where I had been Group Controller. I was 
twice asked to withdraw my resignation and stay on - and had refused to do so. I don’t 
know why such umbrage was taken. I do know that the principal shareholder of this 
company, now deceased, was an influential figure whom the Press reported as having 
close intelligence agency connections.  
 

 
Document “Russell Zersetzen”: 
A list of the Intimidation, Harassment & Threats  
 
I call this nasty process Zersetzen since that was the name used by the first book I read 

on the subject.  Also known as "Cointelpro" or "Vigorous Harassment", CSIS calls it 
“D & D" (disrupt & discredit); while denying that they practice it.  
 
May I ask you to review the document “Russell Zersetzen”?   
 
This 125 page report documents the incidents that have occurred in chronological 
order. You will note that over 100 of these Zersetzen incidents can be fully 
corroborated from independent 3rd party sources.  My complaint is provable. 
 
This Report comes in two different formats: OneNote and PDF.  All the reports 
referred to are on the attached memory stick (and CD). They can also be 
downloaded from the internet: 
 
https://zersetzen.wikispaces.com 

https://zersetzen.wikispaces.com/
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Zersetzen is not the normal bloodier medieval form of torture that leaves marks, but 
a more sophisticated “Orwellian” form that was developed by the Stasi to persecute 
dissidents by causing “severe and prolonged suffering” without leaving marks. 
. 
 

Document “Zersetzen 25 Precedents”: 
Where Zersetzen has happened to others 
 
This report outlines 25 cases where Zersetzen (or Cointelpro if one prefers) has 
happened to others. All of these cases are on the internet and so can be checked 
out. 
 
Pages 8 to 15 outline 8 precedents where Zersetzen has happened to others in 
Canada. So we are not unique - there are other victims. Two of the published 
complainants are themselves former CSIS Operatives.  
 
Zersetzen is about lies, intimidation, harassment, death threats, surveillance and 
telephone tapping - and it never stops. Zersetzen (or Zersetzung) means 
“Oppression by systematic decomposition" and its purpose is to destroy individuals 
and break up families. 

In typical Stasi-style the formula used is almost always the same  -- First to slander 
& character assassinate -- Then to threaten, intimidate & harass -- Then to cover-up 
by ensuring no investigation takes place -- Then to say you are nuts when you 
complain about the cover-up 

 

Document: “RR Comments Snowden Docs”: 
Five-Eyes Training Manuals on Zersetzen 
 
More recently Edward Snowden released the Training Manuals developed, by the 
UK’s signals intelligence agency GCHQ, to train operatives in the use of Zersetzen. 
These manuals are marked “top secret” and were shared with the other “five eyes” 
spy agencies - including CSIS and CSEC. A media researcher asked me to 
comment on them. My comments are in this attached document - “RR Comments 
Snowden Docs” - together with the URLs where the media (mainly NBC News) have 
stored their research materials. 
 
You will note that the stated objective of Zersetzen in this training program is, in the 
Spy Agency’s own words, to “destroy”, “disrupt”, “diffuse”, and “discredit” their 
victims.  
 
Indeed according to their shared training slides the purpose of this secret police 
program is, again in the Spy Agency’s own words, to achieve “Physiological”, 
Cognitive”, and “Affective Stress” in their target victims.  
 
Are these former Communist East Bloc Techniques legitimate roles for intelligence 
organizations like CSIS and CSEC to practice on innocent Canadian Citizens?     
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With Zersetzen - Justice Becomes a Political Matter. 

 
Zersetzen is always a crime of the intelligence agencies - and as a result all normal 
support structures and avenues of grievance are removed. The normal institutions 
one relies on - policing, private investigation, legal assistance etc - don’t work where 
Spy Agencies are involved. People in the know are scared of these agencies. As 
one prominent lawyer in declining to help said they have “far too much power”. 

As a family, three of us are Chartered Accountants. My wife trained as a school 
teacher, and my daughter is well known in the Calgary advertising world.  

My daughter was physically threatened on the 8th street bridge underpass, my son 
had shots fired at him in front of a witness, I had a truck driven at me near the 
Alexander Calhoun library, was hit on the head by a pellet fired from a moving 
vehicle, was subjected to a cyberbullying campaign whose purpose was to 
encourage me to commit suicide, and my wife and I were harassed out of an 
apartment that we had in Calgary some years ago. These are just 6 out of about 
1,000 incidents that are documented in the “Russell Zersetzen” Report. 

These abuses are a political matter in Canada since they involve illegal activities by the 
security services. But they are also a political matter because my family and I are being 
denied the most basic of all human rights: the Rule of Law and a Citizen’s right to equal 
treatment before the law. 
 
This is not just an attack on me. Family members have been victimized and there is 
substantial 3rd party corroboration. As much as anything this is about whether we have a 
democracy in Canada, or whether the establishment in Canada is above the law  

Mr. Hehr, my wife and I would like your help in ensuring that these serious crimes are 
properly investigated. Failing an honest investigation by the Authorities, one can assume 
that the authorities are pretending not to believe us. I should then be charged and 
prosecuted for the very serious accusations that I have made - this matter has been 
covered up for far too long. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely 

 

Roderick Russell 

 
 
Enclosed - Documents attached in PDF Format are: 

 
(1) “Russell Zersetzen” 2015 
(2) Zersetzen 25 Precedents 2015 
(3) RR Comments Snowden Docs. 

 
Click on http://tinyurl.com/sellZersetzen1Note  
For “Russell Zersetzen” Report in OneNote format  

http://tinyurl.com/sellZersetzen1Note

